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Related Products and Services by SEAK, Inc.-The Expert Witness Training Company

TEXTS (www.seak.com)

How to Be a Successful Expert Witness: SEAK’s A-Z Guide to Expert Witnessing

How to Write an Expert Witness Report

How to Be an Effective Expert Witness at Deposition and Trial: The SEAK Guide to Testifying as an Expert Witness
How to Market Your Expert Witness Practice: Evidence Based Best Practices

How to Prepare Your Expert Witness for Deposition

SEMINARS (www.seak.com)

National Expert Witness Conference (annual since 1990)
How to Be an Effective Expert Witness

How to Excel at Your Expert Witness Deposition

How to Start and Build a Successful Expert Witness Practice
How to Make More Money as an Expert Witness

Advanced Testifying Skills for Experts: The Master’s Program
How to Write a Bulletproof Expert Report

Advanced Trial Skills Workshop for Expert Witnesses

Law for Experts

Practice Aids (www.seak.com)
SEAK Expert Witness Retention Contract

DVD VIDEQOS (www.seak.com)

The Expert Deposition: How to Be an Effective and Ethical Witness
Winning Over the Jury: Techniques for Experts That Work
Cross-Examination: How to Be an Effective and Ethical Expert Witness
The Most Difficult Questions for Experts: With Answers

DIRECTORIES (www.seakexperts.com)
SEAK, Inc. National Directory of Expert Witnesses

ONSITE CUSTOMIZED TRAINING (www.testifyingtraining.com)
Available for professional associations, firms, and governmental agencies

ONE-ON-ONE ASSISTANCE TO EXPERT WITNESSES (www.testifyingtraining.com)
Mentoring

Report Writing Training and Assistance

Marketing/Practice Building Assistance

Deposition Training and Preparation

Trial Training and Preparation

Daubert Hearing Training and Preparation

For more information, call SEAK at (508) 457-1111. Inquiries may also be addressed to SEAK, Inc. at P.O. Box 729,
Falmouth, MA 02541. Fax (508) 540-8304; e-mail address: mail@seak.com; Internet address: www.seak.com.
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Introduction

This report has been prepared to provide the reader with detailed expert witness fee and billing
information using a large sample size (almost 1,200 experts — all SEAK clients - many of whom had
more than one area of expertise). All survey information was provided by the responding experts in
August of 2017. It is our hope that the information in this report will be useful to expert witnesses, the
trial attorneys who retain them, and the judges who have to rule on expert witness fees.
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PART I: ANALYSIS OF SURVEY RESULTS &
RECOMMENDATIONS

SEAK, Inc. 2017 Survey of Expert Witness Fees© 2017 SEAK, Inc. All Rights Reserved
www.testifyingtraining.com www.seakexperts.com
Page |1



http://www.testifyingtraining.com/
http://www.seakexperts.com/

Expert Rates

Expert rates have increased well beyond the rate of inflation since SEAK’s last survey in 2014.
Average fees for testifying at trial have increased a total of 14% over this three-year period for an
annual increase of 4.6%. The current average fee for testifying at trial is $513/hour. Average fees for
file review and case preparation have increased 15% over five years, or 5% per year. The average fee
for file review and case preparation is now $383/hour. Average hourly fees for depositions are up 13%
over the past three years for an annual increase of 4.3%. The average fee for testifying at deposition is
now $483/hour. Experts who work mostly for defendants reported significantly higher hourly fees
across the board than plaintiff experts or experts who work equally for defendants and plaintiffs.

Recommendation: Experts should review their fees annually and most should consider periodically
increasing these fees.

Retainers
The average retainer has increased 16% (5.3% annually) to $3,541.

Recommendation: Experts should review their retainer requirements annually and most should
consider periodically increasing such retainer amounts.

Rate Increases

A full 41% of surveyed experts reported that they did not raise their rates in the last 3 years. Of the
59% of experts who reported raising their rates, only 1% reported that raising their rates was a bad
business decision that backfired. Defense experts were twice as likely to report that raising their
rates was a bad business decision which backfired.

Recommendation: Experts who haven’t raised their rates to market rates should consider doing so.
The odds are heavily in favor of this being a good business decision.

Written Retention Contracts

35% of experts do not require retaining counsel to sign a written retention contract. A large majority
of experts (65%) do require retaining counsel to sign a written retention contract. This is essentially
unchanged from 2014. Experts who work mostly for plaintiffs were more likely to require a written
retention agreement.

Recommendation: A well-written retention contract can eliminate or mitigate much of the risk
involved in expert witnessing (financial, reputational, etc.). A large majority of experts require
counsel to sign such contracts. The authors strongly recommend that every expert utilize a well-
written retention contract.!

1 See for example SEAK’s Expert Witness Retention Contract available for download from www.seak.com
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Collection Difficulties

A large majority of experts (71%) report that they ultimately collected all of the fees owed to them in
the last 3 years. A significant minority (29%) reported at least one instance of an ultimate failure to be
paid. Experts who work mainly for plaintiffs were far more likely to report collection difficulties.

Recommendation: Expert witnesses can be expected to experience collection difficulties every once in
a while. This is a manageable problem if sound business practices and a well-thought-out retention
agreement are utilized.

Credit Cards
22% of experts reported accepting credit cards as a form of payment.

Recommendation: Accepting credit cards can help facilitate rapid payment and help minimize
collection difficulties.

Conclusions

Every expert's business practices are somewhat dependent on their unique situation. That said, seeing
how other experts conduct their business and charge for their work can be very instructive. It is the
hope of the authors that this report will assist experts in making optimum business decisions.
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PART Il: SURVEY RESULTS IN AGGREGATE

ALL EXPERTS
Number of Experts Responding In Survey 1,156
Hourly Fee for Testifying in Court AVERAGE $513
Hourly Fee for Testifying in Court HIGH $ 4,000
Hourly Fee for Testifying in Court LOW $90
Hourly Fee for Case Review/Preparation AVERAGE $383
Hourly Fee for Case Review/Preparation HIGH $ 3,000
Hourly Fee for Case Review/Preparation LOW $50
Hourly Fee for Deposition AVERAGE $483
Hourly Fee for Deposition HIGH $ 3,000
Hourly Fee for Deposition LOW $90
Retainer AVERAGE (of those who require retainers) $3,541
Retainer HIGH (of those who require retainers) $75,000
Retainer LOW (of those who require retainers) $50
Percentage RAISING RATES during Last Three Years 59%
Percentage of Those who Raised Rates Reporting that RAISING RATES 1%
Backfired Because They May Have Priced Themselves out of the Market
Percentage Usually Requiring Counsel to Sign a Written Retention 65%
Agreement
Percentage Reporting Ultimate Failure to be Paid in Last Three Years. 29%
Percentage Accepting Credit Cards for Payment 22%
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PLAINTIFF EXPERTS

Number of Experts Reporting They Work Mainly for Plaintiffs 342
Hourly Fee for Testifying in Court AVERAGE $ 506
Hourly Fee for Testifying in Court HIGH $1,500
Hourly Fee for Testifying in Court LOW $100
Hourly Fee for Case Review/Preparation AVERAGE $370
Hourly Fee for Case Review/Preparation HIGH $1,200
Hourly Fee for Case Review/Preparation LOW $85
Hourly Fee for Deposition AVERAGE $471
Hourly Fee for Deposition HIGH $ 3,000
Hourly Fee for Deposition LOW $100
Retainer AVERAGE (of those who require retainers) $2,794
Retainer HIGH (of those who require retainers) $15,000
Retainer LOW (of those who require retainers) $250
Percentage RAISING RATES during Last Three Years 54%
Percentage of Those who Raised Rates Reporting that RAISING RATES 1%
Backfired Because They May Have Priced Themselves out of the Market
Percentage Usually Requiring Counsel to Sign a Written Retention 61%
Agreement

Percentage Reporting Ultimate Failure to be Paid in Last Three Years. 35%
Percentage Accepting Credit Cards for Payment 18%
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DEFENSE EXPERTS

Number of Experts Reporting They Work Mainly for Defendants 238
Hourly Fee for Testifying in Court AVERAGE $ 567
Hourly Fee for Testifying in Court HIGH $4,000
Hourly Fee for Testifying in Court LOW $125
Hourly Fee for Case Review/Preparation AVERAGE $398
Hourly Fee for Case Review/Preparation HIGH $ 3,000
Hourly Fee for Case Review/Preparation LOW $90
Hourly Fee for Deposition AVERAGE $545
Hourly Fee for Deposition HIGH $ 3,000
Hourly Fee for Deposition LOW $90
Retainer AVERAGE (of those who require retainers) $3,153
Retainer HIGH (of those who require retainers) $24,000
Retainer LOW (of those who require retainers) $50
Percentage RAISING RATES during Last Three Years 55%
Percentage of Those who Raised Rates Reporting that RAISING RATES 2%
Backfired Because They May Have Priced Themselves out of the Market
Percentage Usually Requiring Counsel to Sign a Written Retention 55%
Agreement

Percentage Reporting Ultimate Failure to be Paid in Last Three Years. 21%
Percentage Accepting Credit Cards for Payment 22%
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PART Ill: SURVEY RESULTS BY AREA OF
EXPERTISE
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Accident Reconstruction

Number of Experts Responding 52
Hourly Fee for Testifying in Court AVERAGE $325
Hourly Fee for Testifying in Court HIGH $750
Hourly Fee for Testifying in Court LOW $150
Hourly Fee for Case Review/Preparation AVERAGE $274
Hourly Fee for Case Review/Preparation HIGH $600
Hourly Fee for Case Review/Preparation LOW $125
Hourly Fee for Deposition AVERAGE $323
Hourly Fee for Deposition HIGH $750
Hourly Fee for Deposition LOW $150
Most Money Billed on a Single Case (Highest Reported) $1,300,000
Most Money Billed on a Single Case (Average of Reported) $82,851
Typical Total Billings Single Case AVERAGE $14,873
Typical Total Billings Single Case HIGH $150,000
Typical Total Billings Single Case LOW $900
Retainer AVERAGE (of those who require retainers) $3,012
Retainer HIGH (of those who require retainers) $10,000
Retainer LOW (of those who require retainers) $500
Percentage RAISING RATES during Last Three Years 62%
Percentage of Those who Raised Rates Reporting that RAISING RATES 0%
Backfired Because They May Have Priced Themselves out of the Market

Percentage Usually Requiring Counsel to Sign a Written Retention 58%
Agreement

Percentage Reporting Ultimate Failure to be Paid in Last Three Years. 31%
Percentage Accepting Credit Cards for Payment 19%
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